
MOUNT PLEASANT NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 

NEWSLETTER 8 (July-August 2017) 

1. Dates for your Diary. 

We have a very busy month in September, so please make a note of these dates in your diary 
now. 

Forum Executive – Monday August 21st 7pm at 22a Calthorpe Street. Work on the draft plan. 

Margery Street Estate Party – September 2nd afternoon. Volunteers required to leaflet party-
goers and distribute draft plan. 

Forum Executive – Sept 4th, Margery Street Community Hall 7pm, with Vincent Goodstadt to 
discuss draft Neighbourhood Plan and go through amendments. 

IMPORTANT! Forum Exec and Members – Sept 9 2pm  

"Fly Your Flag" Community Festival,Calthorpe Project, Grays Inn Road. Lots of members and 
volunteers required to look after our stall, distribute leaflets and draft plan; answer questions/ talk 
about our plan, show video etc. Manpower will be needed for this event. 

IMPORTANT! Forum Public Meeting – Sept 18th at Margery Street Community Hall, 6.45pm. To 
debate our plan in public and pass the draft Neighbourhood Plan as fit to go forward to final 
stages and consultation. 

Forum Exec – 25th Sept, 7pm at 22a Calthorpe Street. To approve last minute edits/changes to 
draft Neighbourhood Plan, to organise informal consultation with neighbourhood via website and 
community organisations, including questionnaire, to organise distribution to Camden and 
Islington councils for informal consultation, amendments etc. 

2. Work in Progress. 

At the moment executive members are writing and editing chapters of our Plan. Meg, Julie and 
Francois have really worked on this stage of the project, for which many, many thanks.The aim is 
to have a complete draft plan by the end of August, for amendments in September. Topics include 
traffic, child play streets, pedestrianisation, "healthy" walks, air pollution, green policies (trees, 
planters, green walls, green roofs), design priorities, commercial development, housing, 
conservation areas, retail. We will also be including social issues such as child/teenage after-
school provision, care of old people etc....and we need to include up-dates from the campaign for 
Secondary School South of Euston Road, etc. 

We'd really like you to write in with comments and views, so we can incorporate even more of your 
thoughts into the plan. Please let us know by logging on to our website: 
mountpleasantforum.org.uk. You can email the website at mpforumwebsite@gmail.com. 

We are also preparing publicity material for the beginning of our informal consultation on our Plan 
(in September). 

3. Launch of our new Website! – mountpleasantforum.org.uk. 

Our smart new website is up and running! (Our former website is being closed down and archived, 
so don't use it any more). The new website gives you a glimpse into the range of our work (Forum, 



MPA and Community Right to Build projects). Do have a look, and make your comments. You can 
also email us on mpforumwebsite@gmail.com 

We hope you like the new improved website. It has a lot more visuals, and gives a wider account 
of our many activities; it is also, we hope, easier to navigate and generally more professional in 
design and layout. We will be using the website extensively as a tool for local consultation on your 
Neighbourhood Plan, and it has other useful features like a sign-in form, if you want to add your 
name to our mailing lists. 

Locality kindly gave us the money for this upgrade. Julie Riley, Elena Henson and Oliver Bennett 
have done sterling work on the content, and will be taking care of the day-to-day running of the 
site. We hope it will be a community asset for years to come. 

Let us know what you think of our new website! 

4.a Pre-publicity for our Neighbourhood Plan in September 

We are going to seek initial comments on our Plan from residents and community groups in 
September, and incorporate any comments we get into the draft. The draft will be considered at 
the public Forum meeting on Sept 18th, but before then we hope to have circulated the draft to 
T&R groups, organisations like the Calthorpe Project, and to have physically leafletted and 
distributed copies of the draft plan to Margery Street residents at their party on Sept 2nd. 

4.b Pre-Publicity for Plan at the Community Fair on Sept 9 at the Calthorpe Project. 

This is one afternoon and evening when all members are urged to attend. You will be 
needed to man our stall, give out leaflets and copies of the draft plan, help with the video, and talk 
to people about our work. The more people are willing to attend, the less of an undertaking this 
becomes. So, do try to come along, even for an hour or so, to help lighten the load. Your help will 
be needed, so please keep the day free! 

5.Air Pollution Study. (Citizen Scientist Survey) 

We have now completed two testing periods (spring and summer). Our report is attached to this 
Newsletter. We are fortunate that Camden has included us in their own program, and so will fund 
us to do further tests,free of cost, in October and January. So we will have obtained a year's worth 
of data by the time our project is finished, and will be able to see if the seasons, the different 
weather, varies the results.  

However, it is quite shocking to see the high levels of air pollution we (and our children) 
experience day in and day out. We have attempted to address these issues in our Neighbourhood 
Plan. Again, when you've read our enclosed 

 Attached is our report on air pollution, let us know what you think! 

6.Mount Pleasant – Royal Mail development site – and our CRTB projects. 

There is some delay at this point, but we expect to be able to give you a proper up-date at the 
public meeting on Sept 18th.   

To the best of our knowledge Royal Mail have not yet completed the sale of the site to a 
developer. Originally Berkley Homes showed interest but then withdrew. We did not bid 
because although we had the backing on Legal and General, our developers I&U pulled out 
and we could not find another in time. 



At the moment Wimpey are in discussions with RMG to buy the development land, but no firm 
agreement appears to have been made. One of the problems appears to be the price of the 
sale; another is the extent and the cost of the groundworks needed to prepare the site. 
Meanwhile land values in London appear to be falling, due in part to uncertainty over Brexit. 
However much Royal Mail may feel they have a responsibility to their shareholders to get the 
best price for the land, they are conscious that the market is falling, and also know that their 
planning permission for their disliked development will expire in July next year. They face 
accepting a lower price than they would like for the sale, or the prospect of losing their very 
expensive planning permission to develop if they do not clinch a deal quite soon.  

Meanwhile, Royal Mail are progressing very slowly with the groundworks they undertook to do 
on their part of the development (the tunnelled vehicle entrance off Farringdon Road, etc) and 
apparently there are problems with this part site and progress is slow. They seem to be making 
various amendments to their published plans. 

So, that is the rather confused position concerning Royal Mail, the sale of the land and the 
future of the development lands. 

MPA together with Create Streets had our CRtBuild 1 project refused by the Inspector of 
Planning, and we have to regroup. The Executives of both MPA and the Forum met, with 
Nicholas Boys Smith from Create Streets and decided we would try to rework the project to 
meet the Inspector's demands. This will involve a re-evaluation of our viability figures, and a re-
jig of the plans to accommodate Royal Mail's need of parking spaces. Create Streets are 
investigating ways we can meet these planning needs, and source some funding. 

CRtBuild 2 project design competition produced some interesting results. A judging panel was 
convened, including representatives from MPA Ltd, MPA Forum, Create Streets and some 
independent arbiters. The winners and the prizes will be publicised in the autumn. 

Ed Denison will give a full report on Royal Mail and CRtB1+2 at the public Forum meeting on 
Sept 19th.  
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